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AUTHOR 'S NOTE

I would like to thank Bryan for helping me put this paper together and
Sandi for her editing and help in the research. The information in this paper
was obtained from two main sources, records that I have been able to obtain, and
the memories of relations that I have talked to. If there is anything in this paper
you do not agree with please contact me and we can discuss it. Also I would be
interested in any additional information you may have. I have updated this
paper in 2013 to correct information that has since been determined to be in
error.

The picture on the cover of John Potter, Sr. was taken after 1918 in
England



JOHN POTTER, SR. AND FAMILY

John Potter, Sr. was born on 12 September 1853 at
Maryton, Angus County (now Tayside), Scotland. His fa-
ther was Alexander, mother was Ann (Deuchar), and he
had four brothers and six sisters (Charles (1841-1929),
Alexander Davidson (1843-1921), Helen Lindsay
(1845-c1881), Charlotte (1846-1922), Jean (b1849), David
(b1851), Louisa Jane Scott (1855-1910), Elizabeth Ann
(1855-1926), Thomas Steele (1857-1936), and Ann Stra-
chan (1859-59). The family moved from Maryton before
1871 and later settled in Arbroath, Angus. All, but two of
the sons (David and John), lived in the Angus County area
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for most of if not all of their lives. David may have come to
North America. John left Scotland after 1871 and went to

rthern England. In 1881 he was working at Flinton Hill Farm, in Durham
ounty (now Tyne & Wear) as an agricultural labourer. John lived in this area
d worked on this farm for the rest of his life.

Flinton Hill Farm is located about 1 mile north of West Herrington and was
ned in 1881 by Robert McLaren and his wife Isabella both from Scotland.

obert owned the farm until about 1914 when Douglas McLaren took over.
ouglas worked the farm until at least 1929 but it is now worked by a Mr. J.M.
mpson. There were two other McLarens (Henry and William both from Scot-
nd) whom owned farms in the area in the 1880's. Flinton Hill Farm was 280
res and Robert McLaren had the following working for him and living on the
rm Margaret Dawson, and Margaret Welch as servants, William Smith, William
isset, Thomas Hamilton, another Thomas Hamilton, and John Potter as an
ricultural labourer. There was a total of 14 males and 13 females (including
milies) living on the farm in six houses.

John Potter married Mary Lockey on the 24 Aug. 1878 at St. Mary’s
hurch, Gateshead and they had four children Elizabeth, Alexander, George and
hn, Jr. Mary died in about June 1892. John then married Margaret “Mag-
e” Fletcher. They had a son named Ralph but he was known as "Alfie". John
ed sometime after 1919, maybe as late as 1940.

Elizabeth Potter, the eldest child, born in the first quarter of 1879 and was
ing at home for the 1881 and 1891 census. Maud Potter never mentioned her
d Maud first knew the family in about 1909. The family story is that she had

son out of wedlock and never married. The son is said to have come to Canada
d lived in the Winnipeg area.

The three sons Alexander, George and John, Jr. left England for Canada in
ne 1903 on the S/S Corinthian. The shipped sailed from Liverpool and

nded in Montreal. The boys probable left England because at that time good

Figure 1 - John about 1873



paying work was very hard to find. The Prairie Provinces were advertising in
England, among other areas of the world, for immigrants. If you are interested
in what was promised in these advertisements and what life was actually like it is
suggested that you read "The Pioneer Years 1895-1914" by Barry Broadfoot.

Alexander's story comes

George was born 5 Decem
26 March 1965 in Edmonton al
time. He married Dorothy befo
and Ivy. In 1907 George made
of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.
1914 he was living in Edmonto
Battalion and was discharged 7
entry for homesteads on two
Alberta. He obtained a soldie
obtain the land. The land was
went to The Soldier Settlement
For some reason, it may have
homestead, George and Alexan
two never talked to each other
bitter over this disagreement a
right to her death.

John, Jr. was born on 3
came to Canada with Alexander
than being a farm worker and
farm in the Winnipeg area. No
later.

ber 1882 at West Herrington, Durham and died
though he was living at Evansburg, Alberta at the
re 20 October 1919 and had two daughters Doris
entry for a homestead about 40 miles north west
What he did with this land is not known but in
n. George served in World War I with the 138th

July 1919. On 20 October 1919 George made
quarter sections in the Rochford Bridge area of
r’s loan from The Soldier Settlement Board to
proved up by 1926 but the patents for the land

Board because of the money borrowed from them.
been over what was to happen with Alexander’s
der had a disagreement around this time and the
during the rest of their lives. Dorothy was very
nd would not allow her daughter to talk to me

0 March 1884 at West Herrington, Durham and
and George. He decided that he could do better

he left his brothers while they were working on a
thing was heard of him again until after his death

Figure 2- S/S Corinthian



when the Public Trustees of British Columbia were advertising in England for
next-of-kin. One of Alexander's sons George Alexander inquired about the es-
tate and found out that it was $800.00 but it would cost almost that amount to
prove relationship so he never pursued it. It turns out that John died on 11
August 1967 in the hospital in Terrace, British Columbia, unwed and retired.

All that is known about Alfie is that he lived in one of the colliery houses in
Old Penshaw, Durham in the 1970's. This means he most likely had been a coal
miner. On the last trip that Maud Potter made to England she went to see him.
He told her that his wife Mary had passed away since Maud's previous trip.

It is interesting that the three sons that came to Canada all lived for 80 to
83 years.

ALEXANDER POTTER

Alexander was born on 12 October 1880, on Flinton Hill Farm, New Her-
rington, Durham. His parents were John and Mary Potter. He was raised on
the farm. In 1901 he was working on the Weightman farm in Grindon (1.5 kms
east of Flinton Hill) as carter. He with his brothers immigrated by ship to
Canada in 1903.

Alexander and George worked their way across Canada on farms and
appear to have worked in the Winnipeg area and are listed in the 1906 census as
boarding at 261 King St., Winnipeg. By 1907 Alexander was living in Edmonton
and working for D.R. Fraser & Co. Ltd., a sawmill company. He started as a
labourer and worked his way up to a setter by 1910.
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On 4 June 1907 Alexander made entry for a homestead (SW 28, 51, 4W5)
which was located on the west side of the hill 2 miles southwest of Highvale,
Alberta which is 7 miles south of the village of Wabamun. While he worked
proving up the homestead, which was done on 23 July 1913, he also continued
working for D.R. Fraser in logging camps west of Edmonton. It appears that he
continued working for D.R. Fraser for at least part of each year until 1916.
Between 1907 and 1913 Alexander's homestead records show that except for a
few months of each year he was living on the homestead. By 1913 Alexander
had done the following work on the homestead, constructed on the 15 and 16 of
November 1907 a 12 by 26 foot log and lumber living shelter (in 1919 called a
shack). Had broken and cropped 16 acres, put up half a mile of wire fencing,
constructed a 16 by 20 foot stable, cleared three other acres, and dug a well.
Alexander received his letter of patent on the homestead on 13 August 1913.
During this period of time there was a lake called Low Water Lake two miles west
of the homestead. This lake was almost as big as Wabamun Lake but it has
since been drained. In 1915 Alexander obtained seeds (20 bushels of wheat,
and 30 bushels of oats) from the Federal Government and they put a lean against
the homestead for $55.50 on 26 April of that year. This was paid off on 22
October 1921. He also took a mortgage on the homestead for $900.00 at 10% in
April 1914. He got this loan from The Crown Life Insurance Co. While on the
homestead, Alexander has said that to buy supplies he had to walk all the way to
Edmonton (70 kilometers one way as the crow flies) and then carry, on his back,
what was purchased back to the homestead. He also said that he use to pan for
gold in the North Saskatchewan River west of Edmonton and could make a dollar
a day, which was a good day's wage at that time. Two of Alexander's neighbors,
that he must have known very well, were John Dowie and James Lakey.

On the 25 February 1916 Alexander enlisted in the Canadian Army and
was assigned the service number 812003. He became one of the troopers of the
138th Battalion. This battalion sailed for England on the 22 August 1916 from
Halifax, Nova Scotia on the HMT Olympic which arrived at Liverpool on 30 Au-
gust. From here Alexan-
der was sent to Witley
Camp, Surrey Co. with the
battalion. The 138th
Battalion was formed to
supply replacements as
required to the battalions
in France and as a result
Alexander was first sent to
128th Battalion at
Bramshott Camp (28 Oc-
tober) and transferred to
the 28th Battalion on 22
December 1916. This was
the unit he fought with.
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Alexander probable sailed from Portsmouth and arrived in France at La Havre on
23 December. He was at the front on the 21 January 1917 with the 28th Bat-
talion.

The following are the records of the 28th Battalion while Alexander was
assigned to them. The battalion was preparing for the Battle of Vimy Ridge in
February and March of 1917. Before the battle they rehearsed their attack.
The attack on Vimy Ridge began at 5:30 AM on Easter Monday the 9 April but the
28th was not to go into action until 9:30 AM. Their objective was the area just
north of the hamlet of Thelus which had previously been subjected to twenty
days of shelling. Thelus was actually over the ridge. The 28th was in position
by 9:30 and began their attack with the 31st Battalion. Their attack has been
described as being carried out "in precisely the same manner as it had been
worked out on the practice fields". The battalion cleared the ruins of Thelus and
moved on to the high ground beyond, which was a distance of about three
quarters of a mile. They reached their objective by 11:00 AM. The next battle
the 28th was in was the Batt1e of Hill 70 which is at Lens. Lens is about 10
miles north of Vimy Ridge and the battle occurred on 21 August 1917. The
battalion help the 29th Battalion clear trenches between Lens and Hi11 70 on
that day. The Battle of Passchendaele came next and occurred on the 6th No-
vember 1917. Passchendaele is 35 northeast of Lens. The 28th with the 27th
and 31st Battalions where assigned to attack the small center of Passchendaele
and the 23th attacked on the northwest side fighting from southwest to north-
east. The battle began at 6:00 AM and the
major opposition that these battalions faced was
a pillbox on the north side of Passchendaele.
They succeeded because the infantry followed
the shelling so closely that the Germans in
many cases had no time to get back into their
positions. The battle was over by 9:00 AM.

Alexander was wounded in the back by
sniper rifle fire on 6 November 1917. It was
described in his records as gunshot wound left
shoulder. He was treated at the No. 6 Cana-
dian Field Ambulance and transported to the
No. 2 Stationary Hospital at Abbeville, France
on 7 November. He was sent back to
Bramshott on 14 November and G.C.S. Hospital
at C.D.D. Buxton on 23 December. For the rest
of the time Alexander spent in England he was
assigned at varies times to Buxton, Branshott or
Frenshaw Camps. Alexander must have spent most of his time recovering from
his wound at Flinton Hill Farm with his father
and this is where he met Maud Jones, his future
wife. The bullet that wounded him was not removed
too close to a vital organ.
at this time because it was

Figure 5 - Alexander & Maud's Wedding



On the 8 July 1918 Alexander received permission to marry. He and
Maud married on 27 July in the Church of England at New Herrington, Durham.

MAUD JONES AND FAMILY

The parents of Maud Jones were David and Fanny (Oldfield or Holdfield)
Jones and they were married on 8 Nov. 1981 at St. Mark church, Hanley Staf-
fordshire, England. The Jones and Oldfields were from Staffordshire County.
Maud's grandfather John Oldfield was a coal miner. David and Fanny had three
daughters Elizabeth Matilda, Maud and Dolly. Elizabeth was born in 1893,
Maud on 28 September 1895 at 30 Clyde Street, Hanley, Staffordshire and Dolly
in 1896 or 1897.

David who was a tall man in his early twenties at the time he died on 6
Mar. 1897 from influenza and a cerebral haemorrhage, shortly after the birth of
Dolly. Dolly also died, of convulsions, while she was a baby. All Maud could
remember for sure was that she was teething at the time.

Fanny then had to support what remained of the family. She did this by
baking Welsh oat cakes and the girls would take the cakes in a basket, some
change, and sell them. Fanny remarried in about 1897. Her new husband was
a coal miner named Edwin Jones and shortly after that the family moved to New
Herrington, Durham so he could work in the coal mines there. Fanny and
Edwin had five children Daniel Parry, Edwin Jr., Mary Watson, Frances Hilda,
and Earnest Hooson by 1911.

Maud went to Penshaw School until about 1909 then she started working
at Flinton Hill Farm. This is where she met the Potter family, although at that
time Alexander, her husband to be, was in Canada. Maud said that she worked
hard on the farm especially during World War I when all the men were off
fighting. Even in 1983 Maud said she still remembered how to harness a team
of four horses in tandem and then how to work with them. Maud met Alexander
in 1918 at the farm.

Frances Jones married a Davis and lived in New Herrington. She had one
son who was in the Navy in the sixties. Edwin Jr. was a coal miner; he married
a woman name Mary who was blind. He died of Black Lung.

Fanny died on 12 Nov. 1927 and Edwin in about 1957. Fanny and Edwin
are buried side by side under a large tree in New Herrington, Durham.

ALEXANDER, MAUD POTTER, AND FAMILY

Before leaving England, Maud resided at 17 Bridge Road in New Her-
rington. In December 1918 Alexander and Maud went to C.D.D. Buxton in



preparation for return to Canada. Alexander returned to Canada because
"there was no suitable work in England" according to his service record.

On 31 December 1918 the 268 returning military personnel including
Alexander boarded the C.P.R. Scan-
dinavian joining the 746 civilians on
board. The civilians were mostly
wives and children of the service men.
In reports in the Edmonton papers of
the time the Scandinavian was de-
scribed from a streamer to a liner but
Maud called it "an old boat, an old
cattle boat". The boat sailed from
Liverpool on the 31st for Canada.
This voyage was very bad and caused
an inquiry to be held in Canada.
During the trip, that lasted 11 days, the ship e
Spanish influenza broke out, and the accommo
and inadequate for care of young children.
while others died after arrival on 10 January 1
There were numerous complaints about the c
significant was that the conditions were very
men that had spent up to four years fighting in
rival in St. John, A1exander and Maud were tak
were feed and spent the night on mattresses on
they were processed and put on a train for
monton on about 16 January 1919. The follow
said on 31 March 1983 about her arriva1 in Ed

"I came to right to here the C.N.R. in E
then. And the Salvation Army met us,
rooming house on Jasper Avenue. I do
think it was torn down. It was a roomin
treat us to a big meal ... I often think ab
our dinner, because I think we got in the
got in in the afternoon, this was supper.
platter, like this, it was covered with me
tatoes. And, you know, during the war w
of meat like that, you were dam lucky.
the same with sugar. Well this was, it
cow to me, you understand. I said out lo
that much meat here‘. I remember them
this is not home you know'. He said we
couldn't eat a quarter of that meal. But
ander was discharged from Yale, the Y
Jasper Avenue then. I don't know if it's

F

ncounter 6 days of bad weather,
dations for sleeping was very bad
During the trip four people died
919 in St. John, New Brunswick.
rossing but the one I find most

unsanitary and this coming from
the trenches of France. On ar-

en to a 1arge building where they
the cement f1oor. The next day

Edmonton. They arrived in Ed-
ing is a transcript of what Maud
monton.

dmonton, then was C.N.R.
there. They took us to a

n't think it’s there now. I
g house anyhow and they
out it. Treat us to a meal,
morning. No, it wasn't, we
They brought a bloody big
at and vegetables and po-
ell if you got a 1ittle square

A little square of butter and
looked like, it looked like a
ud. I said 'Do they give all
words and dad said 'well
were rationed at home. I

I'll never forget. The Alex-
ale Hotel, it used to be on

there now or not. I don't

igure 6 - CPR Scandinavian (1898)



think so. It's going up towards the Gem, there. I know the Gem
theatre is not there now, any more. It use to be up there. That was,
will it was before you come up to that, further down on that side. It
was the Yale Hotel because they got us a room there and then give us
our first meal. And that was, and I'll never forget that meal because
it seemed to be like a whole cow to what we were getting at home.
Well then we went from there cause Dad had to go in the hospital, you
know, with his arm. He had his arm, still had his arm in a sling.
We went on in, it was called the Wentworth Apartments. It was on
ninth. It is there now. No, I don't know if it, not the Wentworth
Apartments now, cause they put, took it partly down. I think, and
redid it up with a drug store underneath. It was called the Went-
worth Apartments. There use to be a lumber yard on ninety-five
street. Then you cross the street. You know where the market is
now? Well across the road is a drug store and that is where the
Wentworth Hotel was. And we were in there for a while, until he got
his discharge."

Alexander was discharged from
the Army on 17 February 1919. He
received the British War and Victory
metals (also known as “Mutt and Jeff”).
He also received a pension for his ser-
vice. Alexander wanted to go back out
to his homestead but Maud said she
was not going to go there with a one
armed man and have to work like a
horse. Therefore Alexander signed the
homestead over to The Crown Life In-
surance Co. for the balance of the
mortgage on 13 March 1919. The
property was owned in 1983 by Dunkeld
Ranching Ltd.

For the next nine years Alexander, Maud
dren born) lived in and around Edmonton. Th
and out in Beverly. Addresses given in records f
April 1919 and 9311 - 103A Avenue in 1923.
recently (2012). Maud also mentioned a hous
tried to go back to work at D.R. Fraser but could
wound. He did work in the coal and wood indus
Alexander rented a farm 25 miles south of Kitscot
train from Edmonton to Kitscoty and spent that
rained that night. The next day using two team
and their family (first five chil-
ey lived down on Fraser's Flats
or them are 10272 - 89 Street in

Both areas have been rebuilt
e on 115th Street. Alexander
not do the work because of his

try during this period. In 1928
y, Alberta. The family took the
night in the Kitscoty Hotel. It
s of horses with wagons they

Figure 7 - British War & Victory metals.



moved their effects to the farm. It was very muddy because of the rain. The
farm was within walking distance of the Battle River and had a creek running
through a ravine by the house. They had to move from this farm in 1932-33,
when the owner rented it out from under them.

They then rented a farm from a Mr. Barber, for $50.00 per month, which
was located by the Kinnaird School. They lived there until 1936 when the house
burnt down. This happened while the family was at a school picnic and as a
result they lost just about all of their effects. Friends came to their help. First
they put up a shack for the family to live in (spent the summer of 1936 in it).
Next friends approached the Village Council for aid but they were declined. The
Church of England did give $160.00 to the family at this time for food and
clothing for the children (there were eight of them).

Come the fall the family had to find somewhere else to live. They moved to
the first of several places in and around Kitscoty.

Between 1926 and 1937, Alexander made several trips, by train, to the
hospital in Edmonton because of the bullet wound he received during WWI. The
bullet had lodged next to his jugular vein and could not be removed until it
moved. He had known ever since the war that if it moved one way it would kill
him, move another and he could get rid of it. At the family reunion in 1984,
there was no agreement as to when it was removed but after it was kept in a little
box. Because I have seen this bullet in the box, this means that it was removed
after the house fire in 1936.

Finally in 1938 the family moved into their final house in Kitscoty. At
first, they rented it but latter purchased it for $450.00 paying $5.00 per month.
The house was paid off and they received title on 19 January 1950. Alexander
and Maud lived in this house until 1957. They sold the house on 3 May 1958 for
$2000.00 to a Mr. James Beek but it is currently owned by the Parkins family.

During the period that the family lived in and around Kitscoty, Alexander
and Maud had the last six of their eleven children.

Alexander received a veteran's allowance of $30.00 per month which began
in August 1939. He called this burnt-out relief. The greatest sin he knew of
was to be on relief. In about 194l Alexander began working in the Kitscoty
Hotel. He worked in the lobby and the beer parlor until the early fifties. Maud,
in the early fifties, leased a restaurant and ran it with two of her girls as wait-
resses until it give her an ulcer.

In March 1944 they received news of the death of their first son, Eddie, in
Italy and Maud remembered that at this time the house was full of kids with
scarlet fever. The British Columbia government honored Eddie by naming a
mountain after him. Mount Potter is southwest of the hamlet of Sunshine
Valley which is 21 kilometers east on the Crowsnest Highway (BC-3E) from Hope,
BC.



In 1957, now that all the children had left home, Alexander and Maud
moved back to Edmonton. In Edmonton, they lived mostly with Alex Jr., their
second son, in a basement suite especially finished for them.

In late 1959 or early 1960 Alexander took sick and was put in the Vet-
eran’s wing of the University hospital. He remained in the hospital for eight
months until his death on 31 August 1960. Alexander has been described in
the following ways. Short and thin, very sharp facial features and large eyes.
Also you always saw him with a pipe hanging from the right side of his month.
His service record states that he was five foot four inches, clear complexion, blue
eyes, and light brown hair. It was mentioned that in the forties he was bald but
at age seventy-five his hair regrew. He was an English gentleman who liked to
have his own way. He was also known to be jolly with a good sense of humor.
It should be noted that he very rarely drank spirits and he never owned or knew
how to drive a car. He was a fair singer, and played the squeeze box and mouth
organ.

After Alexander's death, Maud lived with
several of her children in Edmonton and Cal-
gary. At one point she had a heart attack but
recovered. In about 1965 she moved into the
Dorset Apartments on the corner of 124th Street
and 117th Avenue where she lived for fifteen
years. In the period between 1960 and 1980
Maud did a fair amount of travelling in Canada
and abroad. She made several trips back to
England to visit her relations and friends and
even made it to Italy to see her oldest son’s
grave. In 1980 Maud moved to the St. Andrews
Center on 127th Street and 111th Avenue and
here she lived until her death on 1 September

1983. She was buried beside Alexander in the
Westlawn Memorial Park Cemetery in Edmon-
ton. One of the things that she was very proud of
Mother. She, as a representative of the Silver Cros
brance Day wreaths at the Edmonton Cenotaph in the
Albert Cenotaph for many years in the Seventies and E
she was interviewed in 1979 and the article appea
Sturgeon Gazette in November. Also there were severa
her laying wreaths.

Alexander and Maud had eleven children. They
George Alexander (Alex), Ernest William (Bill), Beatrice
(Bob), Eileen Fern (Fern), Doris Joan (Doris), Marjorie
(Dave), James Albert (Jim), and Ronald Gordon (Joey
deceased Maud are Eddie in Italy, Bea in Alberta, Da
was being a Silver Cross
s Mothers, laid Remem-
late Sixties and at the St.
ighties. In this capacity

red in the St. Albert &
l pictures in this paper of

were John Edwin (Eddie),
Elan (Bea), Robert Arthur
May (May), Charles David
). The children that pre-
ve in Alberta, and Bill in

Figure 8 Memorial "Silver" Cross



British Columbia. The surviving members of the family and their families
mostly live in Alberta, with just a few living in British Columbia.

As of this update all but Jim have passed on. When Jim passes this will
be the end of a generation that helped settle and populate western Canada,
much to its betterment.



Family Pictures: (taken between Christmas & New Years 1959)

Maud & Alexander’s Children
& their Spouses

1. James Albert “Jim” Potter

2. Geneva Marica (Sayers) Potter

3. Marjorie May (Potter) Mitchell

4. Doris Joan (Potter) Benner

5. Wilfred Sydney Benner

6. Howard Henry Lawrence

7. Eileen Fern (Potter) Lawrence

8. Charles David Potter

9. Lenard Gabrielson

10.Robert Arthur “Bob” Potter

11.Ronald Gordon “Joey” Potter

12.Etta Elizabeth (Wells) Potter

13.Adele Marie (Legault) Potter

14.Augusta Ludevica “Gussie”

(Debrock) Potter

15.Ernest William “Bill” Potter

16.Alexander Potter

17.Maud (Jones) Potter

Missing:
 George Alexander “Alex” Potter

 Alexander William “Ike” Mitchell

 Edwin “Eddie” Potter (deceased)

 Beatrice Elan “Bea” (Potter) Gabri-

elson (deceased)



All of Maud & Alexander’s
Grandchildren (as of December 1959)

1. Robert Orman “Bob” Potter
2. James Dean Benner
3. Susan Carol Mitchell
4. Barry Douglas Potter
5. Edwin Charles “Ed” Lawrence
6. Debra Gabrielson
7. Sharon Gabrielson
8. Arthur Gabrielson
9. Jamie Dawn Thomas
10.Mona Gail Benner
11.Patrick Edwin “Rick” Potter
12.Bryan Dean Potter
13.Donald Gordon Mitchell
14.Robert Dail “Dale” Benner
15.Darlene Albertina (Potter) Callan
16.George Alexander Mitchell
17.Colleen Audrey (Potter) Carnahan

18.James Kim “Jim” Potter
19.Shirley Gabrielson
20.Charles James Robert Potter
21.Wayne Emery Potter
22.Dennis Ray Benner
23.Duane Lionel Lawrence
24.Robert Gordon Gabrielson
25.John Alexander “Jack” Benner
26.Dwayne Ernest Potter


